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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner of Patents 
Box DAC 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R.. 1 .97 and 1 .98, the Applicant wishes to make the following references of 
record in the above-identified application. This Information Disclosure Statement is in compliance with 
the continuing duty of candor as set forth in 37 C.F.R. 1 .56 in that no item of information contained in the 
information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
couterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification after making 
reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known 
to any idividual designated in § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information 
disclosure statement. A copy of the references cited below are enclosed. The references are also listed on 
the enclosed and completed PTO Form 1449. 
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REFERENCES 



U.S. Patent Documents 

1. U.S. Patent No. 4,003,536, issued January 18, 1977; 

2. U.S. Des. Patent No. 260,816, issued September 15, 1981; 

3. U.S. Des. Patent No. 262,237, issued December 8, 1981; 

4. U.S. Patent No. 4,629,074, issued December 16, 1986; 

5. U.S. Patent No. 4,725,027, issued February 16, 1988; 

6. U.S. Patent No. 4,886,237, issued December 12, 1989; 

7. U.S. Patent No. 5,054,732, issued October 8, 1991; 

8. U.S. Patent No. 5,458,305, issued October 17, 1995; 

9. U.S. Patent No. 5,482,239, issued January 9, 1 996; 

10. U.S. Patent No. 5,577,516, issued November 26, 1996; 

11. U.S. Patent No. 5,857,685, issued January 12, 1999; 

12. U.S. Patent No. 6,079,678, issued June 27, 2000. 

The present disclosure statement is being submitted in compliance with 37 C.F.R. §1.56 as an 
Examiner might consider the cited documents important in deciding whether to allow the application to 
issue as a patent, but the citation of such documents is not to be construed as an admission that such 
documents are necessarily relevant or prior art. No representation is intended that the cited documents 
represent the results of a complete search, and it is anticipated that the Examiner in the normal course of 
examination, will make an independent search and will determine the best prior art and in the course of 
such search, will review for relevance the documents cited on the attached form even if not initialed. 

The accompanying Information Disclosure Statement is being filed pursuant to CFR 17.1(p) 
wherein the The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge $180.00 to our Deposit Account 19-0733. 



Respectfully submitted, 
BANNER & WITCOFF, LTD 



Dated: January 2, 2003 
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